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BRETT COX

ALMOST 10,000km away, at the
base of the world's tallest moun-
tain, is the school that snags built.

The Nepalese students there - 41
in total so far - live in absolute
poverty, but the education they
receive at Shree Bhairabi Primary
School - a first for their country -
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The previously decrepit Shree Bhairabi Primary School, near Mt Everest in Nepal. RIGHT, FROM TOP: Pupils outside their school; Allan Waldon at his butchery; a Nepalese pupil.

means they face a brighter future
than their parents.

And it's all thanks to a
Turramurra butcher,
Last April, Allan Waldon

trekked to the base camp of Mt
Everest. He hasn't forgotten what
he saw along the way.

In Nepal, 40 per cent of the
population earns less than A§10 a
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month and children work as
labourers rather than study.

Since he learned all this and saw
how they lived, Mr Waldon has
been on a mission.

With the help of Wahroonga and
Pymble public schools, he has
raised more than 28000 to rebuild
the previously-decrepit Shree
Bhairabi school,
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The school was given a new roof,
desks and lockers were brought in
and water has been connected to
the village. It is now complete,

The 8000 was raised by the cale
of meat donated by Mr Waldon's
business, Eastern Rd Quality
Meats.

Customers wanting dog bones
have made donations in lieu of

retail purchases and pupils from
the two local schools held sausage
sizzles using donated sausages,

The school has a sign honouring
its generous Australian friends.

“It was seeing the people's faces,
and the poverty, that made me
want to do it," said Mr Waldon, of
Hornshy Heights,
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School snags built
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“The hardships these people go
ﬂ'lmughisunbelkmbh.

“It's not much that I do: 1 could be
a miserable bastard and charge
everyone $3 for bones or I could do
something like this and feel I've done
something good for the world.”

h&aah'sadyldenhﬁedmelmﬁ.
and a local finaneial adviser has
offered to help with the detail.
“The Government over there won't
help with the rural schools so, in a
sense, we here can change the futures
of even more children over the other
side of the world,” he said,
Pml(hah'l.awapulmmur
who befriended Mr Waldon on his
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OPINION

Regular guy tackles meaty task

IF ever there was proof that small
contributions from affluent
societies make massive differ-
ences to people in poorer ones,
then our story about butcher
Allan Waldon (see Page 1) is it.

By donating practieally worth-
less dog bones - topped up by his
very generous donations of saus-
ages for school fundraisers - Mr
Waldon has almost single-
handedly propped up an entire
village in Nepal.

Mr Waldon was simply wander-
ing through the highlands of Asia
on a sojourn to Mt Everest when
he saw a village in need. Not
content with simply experiencing
their plight and leaving, he re-
alised he could help.

Now the village has a fully-fitted
school and plans are under way
for a new one.

Advocate

Utterly amazing, It should be an
inspiration to anyone in a position
of sufficient wealth to do the same.

Governments worldwide won't.

Afriea rots under the tyranny of
warlords and a baking sun and
countries with billion dollar (yen,
euro, pound) budget surpluses sit
idly by. No oil there, on the main,

That is just one global example.

What about here in Australia?

It seems the most significant
contributions that state and fed-
eral governments make to dom-
estic charities is legislating to
allow them free or discounted
television advertising.

Wow: federal governments from
both parties have shown how
much taxpayers' money they are

willing to spend on television
advertising in an election year -
the tiddly amount of airtime they
demand stations offer to charities
pales in comparison. So it is up to
the little guys, as usual,

We are propping up our road
systems with Inflated regis-
trations and the plethora of toll
roads.

Stamp duty on NSW properties
is single-handedly keeping the
NSW economy in the black. Fact.

And the myriad of domestic
charities out there are being
stocked entirely by mums and
dads.

Mr Waldon, you are a hero. A
front page report read by 100,000
people is vour reward.

But it should be greater.

Steve Graham,
Editor
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